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of Precious and Kitt, two of the dogs he brought up north during Hurricane Florence.
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BEHAVIOR

A program where the owner relies on the trainer to do 90 
percent of the work. The dog lives at the trainer's kennel 
and home, and is immersed in a full-time training program.
It's like boot camp training for the military.

The dog's life is changed from what he wants to do to a regimented
routine every day for about three weeks. The dog's day consists of playing,
a lot of exercise and a lot of training. We do short training bursts in the
beginning--about 20 minutes at a time. Dogs, like young children, can
overload quickly, and these short bursts prevent
that from happening. We transition to an hour
of activity at a time.

Q. At what age do you recommend dogs do

Board & Trains?

A. From 10 weeks to 10 years. Success depends
on age, personality of the dog and training
method used. There are a lot of variables for
the success of older dogs. Pups accomplish
quite a bit in less time because they are more
receptive to the information. Older dogs may
not retain as much, but it's still beneficial.
When you put a dog into an environment that's
totally different than what he's used to, it
becomes a sink or swim situation. And generally,
dogs swim. When we train dogs, they respond
very quickly. We see big changes in about 24
hours.

Q. How long does the dog stay with the

trainer?

A. Usually 1 to 2 months, but extreme behavior work can take longer. For
example, a Board & Train with an aggressive dog will take more time than
a puppy who is gaining his foundation and learning basic obedience and
potty training.

Q. How is Board & Train different than attending an obedience class?

A. Board & Train is a boot-camp atmosphere. The dog is immersed in
training 24-7. It's very structured.

Q. What are the benefits to the dog?

A. Understanding the human language. We teach the dog a set of terms
such as: heal, take it, drop it, sit, out. These are the words we use for specific
commands. We are teaching the dog a good language and teaching it
well, as opposed to one session a week with a trainer. Board & Train is

much more consistent, and the language is clear.

The language and commands are understood by the time the dog leaves.
The challenge is getting the owner to stay consistent with what the dog
has learned. Nobody is going to be as consistent as the trainers are. Life
gets in the way with work and family obligations, but if we can bring a
dog back to you consistently trained, it's much easier for you as a handler
to achieve and maintain those behaviors.

Q. What happens when the dog goes back to

the owner?

A. We do a training session with the owner. And
we have had a few situations where we have to
take the dog back for a few more days for a
brush-up session. Sometimes owners will have
us do a Board & Train or brush-up when they
travel.

Q. Does the owner miss bonding time if it's a

pup?

A. Yes and no. We usually don't work with pups
until they're 10 months, so there's plenty of
bonding time. Hugging, kissing and lying on the
couch with your dog is not proper bonding.
Proper bounding is being in charge and doing
things together like walking on a leash and
taking him places for socialization.

The bonding is important, not the cuddle time.
Bonding is how you and your dog behave
together consistently. Physical affection is

important, but bonding is more apt to be useful behavior.

Q. What are the cost ranges for Board & Train?

A. $1,500-$3,000, depending on the trainer and the issue. It can be more
expensive than traditional obedience classes, but sometimes you are
giving us a dog to fix. It's an investment in your dog, and for some, it may
help them keep the dog in the home, which is always our goal.

B Y  B R I A N  L E A C H

Q: What is Board & Train?

Brian Leach is a full time dog trainer with Elite K911 Dog Training
& Behavior. He started his journey at the Lorain County Dog
Kennel, gaining knowledge about the events, interactions and
circumstances that shape a dog's behavior. Brian applies this
knowledge to his clients and their dogs, helping them overcome
any challenges they may have. His own pack consists of Cassie
a Flat-Coated Retriever and Lulu a Pomeranian Chihuahua mix.

A:
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BY AMANDA ROUSH, BELLA & MIA

from Dog Life in CLE

AROUND TOWN

Visit doglifeincle.com for more dog-friendly places and events in CLE,
or email doglifeincle@gmail.com with questions.

Shopping for the holidays can be stressful,
but Dog Life in CLE wants you to have a great
experience shopping for all the dogs in your
life, so we're holding a Holiday Dog Pop Up
Boutique from 11 a.m.- 8 pm., Saturday, Nov.
10 and 11 a.m.-6 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 11 at
Shop The Trader,15613-B Detroit Ave.,
Lakewood.

Many local vendors will be selling dog-related
items of all sorts in one place, including: Paw
Kids LLC, Spoiled Dog Boss, Moose and Lulu's,
Modern Dog Massage and our own Dog Life
in CLE Etsy shop items. Besides shopping, we'll have adoptable dogs, a dog-
training demonstration and free dog massages!

Shop The Trader is run by the owners of dog-friendly Fetch & Co., a small, women's
boutique at the same address.

For more information about the holiday pop-up event,

visit @doglifeincle on Facebook.
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PET CREMATION
SERVICES, INC.

Pet Cremation Services, Inc. was founded in 1996 on the principle of providing
the public with an honest and reliable service after the loss of a pet.

Over the years, veterinarians and pet owners have been loyal to our company
because of the dedicated service provided by our employees. Our service
area covers 43 counties in Ohio. We recently opened a branch office in
Wickliffe due to the number of requests in the greater Cleveland, Akron,
Canton and Youngstown areas. We always have the respect and dignity
of the pet in mind. Our Motto is...

NOW SERVING THE
GREATER CLEVELAND AREA

• PRIVATE & COMMUNAL CREMATIONS
• TIMELY RETURN OF ASHES

EXCLUSIVE OFFERING:
Custom Made Glass Jewelry & Memorial Tributes

By Lee Guttentag

Custom Urns
Available

WWW.PETCREMATIONCOLUMBUS.COM

Wickliffe: 440.347.0950   Toll Free: 800.669.7629
Have your vet call us to oversee your pet's cremation, or contact us directly

"For The Dignity Your Pet Deserves" '
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B Y  J E N N I F E R  B A K E R

S T R E S S - F R E E  H O L I D A Y  T I P S

PRODUCTS

Jennifer Baker is owner of Grateful Dog Bakery in
North Ridgeville, an all-natural dog and cat supply
store featuring an in-store dog bakery. She is the
proud mom of five dogs and one cat. To contact
Jennifer, email news@gratefuldogbakery.com or
follow @gratefuldogbakery on Instagram.

Holiday shopping for your furry family members is easy when you buy
them what they love and need. Read on for a few simple tips to keep

your pooches happy, festive and busy this season.

TREATS

At the Grateful Dog Bakery, we work hard to make tasty
and healthy treats that also reflect the joy of the season.
From Gingerbread Doghouses to oversized, Naughty or
Nice bones, we have something for every dog.

TOYS

Holiday toys make a great
addition to your dog's stocking.
Planet Dog makes durable toys
your dog will love that also hold
up to aggressive chewers. They
also make treat-hiding toys to
keep your dog busy, as well as
toys to chase and fetch. For dogs
that love soft toys (and don't
destroy them!), West Paw makes
stuffed Reindeer and Candy
Canes in a variety of sizes.

STAY-OUT-OF-TROUBLE

CHEWS

Sometimes during the
holidays you just
need to keep your
dog busy and
out of trouble.
A tempting,
durable chew
like Buba Chews
from the Stash Treat
Company can be a
lifesaver. They're made from
grass-fed, water buffalo horn, hold up
against the toughest chewers and keep your dog
entertained when you are busy.

BOWTIES & BANDANNAS

Instead of outfitting your dog in a furry Santa hat
that's uncomfortable, falls off or gets shredded when
you're not looking, consider a festive bowtie or
bandanna. Sarah's Simple Kreations makes them in a
range of sizes from small dogs to Mastiff. They slide
over a collar and are finished on both sides so you
can reverse them for even more variety!
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— Jen N., Bay Village

Embrace Pet Insurance is proud to sponsor Ask the Vet.
Embrace is partnering with top local veterinarians to answer your
health and wellness questions so your dogs can live their best lives.

Dr. Jeremy Welsh
Shaker Heights
Animal Hospital

Jen’s dog, Oliver

      Should I consider having a
gastropexy done on my Great
Pyrenees rescue pup during his
neuter surgery as a preventative
measure for bloating?



10  All things DOG in Northeast Ohio

P R O F I L E
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By Karen Uthe-Semancik

A Man on a Mission

As Friendship APL Volunteer Gregg Senko so

eloquently wrote, “Greg Willey can do a lot

with a little. They operate on this notion of just

moving forward and doing. Put the animals'

welfare first and do what's best for them.”

And that he does. Despite being allergic to
animals (yes, you read that correctly--he takes
“a lot” of Claritin), and not being able to
remember the last time he had a day off, Greg
is hopeful. He said statistics are getting better
(80 to 90 percent of dogs make it out of shelters
now, compared to just 25 percent back in 2001),
and knowing that number is increasing makes
crawling under porches and long days all
worthwhile.

CLE DOG recently sat down with Greg to find
out more about this tireless crusader who is as
humble as he is passionate about the four-
leggeds he saves.

Q. How'd you get into animal welfare?

A. My wife, Kristina, is the reason I started in
animal welfare. After I graduated from college,
she saw the job listing in the classifieds for a
volunteer coordinator at the Cuyahoga County
Kennels (now Cuyahoga County Animal
Shelter). She said, “Hey, this job is on Willey
Ave. It must be a sign!” (The Kennels used to

rent space from Cleveland APL before it
changed names and moved to Valley View.)

And now I've been executive director at
Friendship APL in Elyria for nine years. The
thing that is most astounding about that is I
am allergic to animals.

Q. We know you recently lost a dog that was
very special to you. Tell us about her and any
other pets you have.

A. Believe it or not, I only have one cat. My
previous dog of 13 years, Montana the
Doberman mix, recently passed away. She was
a rescue from Cuyahoga County. She had a
multitude of both health and temperament
issues that prevented us from having a second
dog. She was scheduled for euthanasia at
Cuyahoga, and I just could not let that happen.

Q. When was the last time you had a day off?

A. Honestly, I can't think of the last time I
actually had a full day off. When I am not here,
I am dealing with my own foster animals,
responding to emails or coordinating with
rescues to schedule dogs and cats in need of
places to go, or visiting veterinarians to check
on the ongoing care of animals.

Q. Do you ever get to see your wife, Kristina?
She must be very special to understand your
passion for the pets you serve…

A. (Hahaha!) I am not saying that having a 24/7
job does not cause stress, but Kristina is very
understanding. After all, she's the one who got
me into this business!

My wife has a very demanding job, as well. She
is director of the Holden University Center at
Lakeland Community College.

Q. What's the best part of your job?

A. It's a toss-up between the quiet and the
crazy moments of shelter life.

Quiet one-on-one time is a rarity in animal
welfare. Let's face it, this is one noisy job where
the volume is always turned up to 11. So, I love
going to the park with a special dog to give
the dog and me a break from kennel life. Sitting
by the river, watching the clouds roll by, and
just petting a dog -- those are wonderful
moments. You need a break from the noise
and fast-paced life of a shelter.

Greg works tirelessly with his volunteers

Greg Willey has been working in animal welfare since graduating from
Cleveland State University in 2001. The 42-year-old animal advocate has
been the executive director of Friendship APL in Elyria for the last nine
years, and during that time, he and his handful of paid staff members
and hundreds of devoted volunteers have rescued and cared for more
than 21,000 dogs (and that doesn’t even include the cats, rabbits, horses,
pigs and other homeless pets they’ve saved!).

Continued
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But…I also love the high-level, functioning
chaos we've achieved, too! It is something of
which I am truly proud! Being able to watch a
dog come from an overcrowded facility, one
that perhaps has been there for a while, come
to Friendship APL, and then see that dog taken
under the care of our staff, be prepped and
subsequently adopted out -- all in the matter
of hours! It really is amazing what we have
achieved. It's very special how the staff is able
to work together to get animals homes. Getting
to watch this in action is one of the best parts
of my job.

Q. Worst?

A. While with this job you get to see the best
part of humanity -- my staff and volunteers,
the amazing people in animal welfare and
community support --we also come face to
face with the worst of humanity.

While working at Cuyahoga County, stray dogs
came in every day at an alarming rate. The
people associated with these dogs were
nameless and faceless. Here, you are
confronted daily by the people who abuse
animals. You see how poverty and ignorance
perpetuates over-population and outbreaks of
illness.

I see the numbers…I know statistically things
are getting better. However, when you are

crawling through the mud under porches to
rescue unwanted kittens or sitting with a puppy
suffering from parvovirus because a family
could not afford vaccinations, it does not feel
that way.

Q. What's the one Friendship APL success story
that y ou always share?

A. This year, we had an English Bulldog named
Dobbina. Her story really shows us at our best.
She sat at the Cleveland Kennels--
no one could touch her, and she
seemed to have aggressive
tendencies. We decided to pull her
and immediately took her to the
vet. We found she was suffering
from severe, chronic ear infections
she had been suffering from her
whole life. She then went to a
specialist, and it was deemed she
needed her ear canals fully
removed! She was then put into
a loving, foster home while she
waited for surgery. She had her
procedure, recovered, came to the
shelter a happy, loving and goofy
dog and was adopted in a short
period of time! Her story really
illustrates what we are all about.
We took a chance on her, we put
in the work and she is now in a
home with a loving family.

Q. What's your favorite “in the
trenches” story?

A. While this year, like all others,
I've done a lot of  “in-the-field”
rescue, it seemed to be a lot more pulling
kittens out of car engines or carrying chickens
out of dilapidated barns than chasing for dogs.
However, this year we did have our South
Carolina dog rescue. When South Carolina
rescues were mobilizing and transporting dogs
out to make way for all of the animals displaced
by the hurricane, I got a call. A bunch of dogs

were stuck in transport since the kennel they
were en route to became full. We were able to
make the space for them, so I drove out that
evening and met them to intercept the dogs.
Four of the six dogs we pulled ended up having
heartworm, which we are treating.

Q. I know you only have a skeleton crew of
paid staff. How important are volunteers to
you and FAPL?

A. We simply could not do what we do without
the help of our volunteers. The 24,000 hours
that volunteers put in annually is equivalent
to 12 full-time staff! It truly fills in the gaps,
from getting the dogs out and socializing the
cats, down to bathing and grooming. It really
lifts some weight off of staff shoulders and we
are so grateful for it.

Q. I know your birthday is Christmas Day…what
would be the best birthday present ever?

A. We have an area of our shelter that is the dog
isolation... it's old and run down. If I could name
one amazing birthday gift, it would be a sizable
donation to be able to renovate this room. It is
the first stop for many of our dogs--dogs that
are not ready to be adopted due to illness or
are waiting on surgery. The resources to be

P R O F I L E

Adoption photograghy is an important part of the rescue process

Volunteer training
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6:30 a.m. Arrive at the shelter. Take out the dogs
and/or assist the loading of animals for transport to
spay/neuter partners.

7 a.m. Clean kennels and feed the dogs.

10 a.m.  Office time. Phone calls, emails, etc.

By noon The day can go in a variety of different
directions from here, including: on the road rescuing dogs
from a shelter, transporting sick and injured animals to
veterinary partners or up a tree rescuing a kitten.

By late afternoon Photos to take, vaccinations
to administer to incoming animals, discuss adoption issues
and/or make humane calls. Also, minor repairs and
maintenance around the shelter. While on the road, call and
speak with donors, rescue partners, veterinarians and people
with animal-related issues.

5 p.m.  Prep for the next day, take a few photos of
new arrivals.

6 p.m.  Go home and work on posting animals,
responding to urgent requests for help, and taking calls from
emergency clinics to get updates on animals receiving care.

Repeat.

able to modernize this room would truly be the best gift I could get.

Q. How many animals has Friendship APL rescued since you've been at the
helm?

A. The first year I was here, we rescued around 500 dogs. This year we are on
pace to rescue 2,000 dogs and puppies. Friendship Animal Protective League
was on the verge of shuttering its doors when I arrived. My board, staff and
volunteers fought tooth and nail to keep it going. Since then, my team has
rescued and cared for more than 21,000 dogs.

Q. Rumor has it you don't like being on camera…how do you get through
all the pet-adoption TV appearances you do?

A. I hate hearing my voice for some reason, but it's not about me, it's about
the animals. When I make an appearance or do something silly on camera,
it's always for the animals--whether to find one a home or to promote a
fundraiser to benefit the work that we do. I just remind myself that at the
end of the day, it's not about me.

Q. Why is it important to you to pull dogs from other facilities when Friendship
APL has open cages?

A. We are awesome at adopting out animals, so we are able to go out and
pull dogs and quickly fill our empty cages. This alleviates the stress of
government-run facilities that become crowded with dogs. These facilities
have a legal obligation to take in any dog that comes in--even if they have
zero kennels. That's when tough calls have to be made. We pull dogs from
these facilities so they don't have to make those calls like euthanizing for
space. That's why I always like to say, “when you adopt an animal from us,
you save two lives. The life of the animal you adopted, and the life of the
animal that will come in and take its place.”

Friendship APL is a private, independent, humane society in Elyria. Founded in
1957, the nonprofit owns and operates the largest animal shelter in Lorain
County. Friendship APL receives no government funding, and relies on the
generosity and financial support of donors and fundraisers to serve the people
and animals of Lorain County.

P R O F I L E

A Day in the Life of Greg Willey
Executive Director, Friendship APL, Elyria

Greg puts aside his fear of being on camera to get animals adopted
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BANDANNAS AND TIES

You can't go wrong getting your dog a cute bandanna or tie for
Christmas. Paw Kids, based out of Old Brooklyn, makes no-tie
bandannas that slip through your dog's collar so you don't have
to worry about choking hazards or them falling off. From cute,
seasonal themes to local sports teams, the business offers a
wide variety of designs. Paw Kids also sells neckties and bowties
for fancy pups. You can find these great stocking stuffers at
many local events or online, etsy.com/shop/pawkidsllc.

By Ann McDonald

Buy Local
I don't know about you, but I think my dogs are my favorite to shop for during the holidays.
With dogs, there's no worry they won't like it or that they will end up returning it. Dogs love
everything; you really can't go wrong!

We are lucky to have so many local places to shop for our pets. I try to shop local around
the holidays, so I picked out some of my favorite local places and locally made items to
make shopping for the dogs and dog lovers in your life a little bit easier.
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MATCHING MOM AND DOG OUTFITS

Recently opened dog and women's clothing boutique
Milo & Me in Lakewood might be my new favorite store.
The shop has cute clothes for women, along with dog
clothes, toys and treats. This is a great place to shop for
the dogs and dog lovers in your life this holiday season.
My gift picks are: the dog and mom Camo Set (thermal
top for mom, camo bandanna for dog, shown here), the
Friendship Collar Set (matching bracelet and collar for
mom and dog) and for the coffee lover dog mom, the
Starbarks toy with "Weekends, Coffee & Dogs" top. You
can visit the store or buy online, shopmiloandme.com.

GROOMING SET

Not only does Lake Erie Pet Food Co. make dog food, the
company also has a line of pet supplies for grooming your
dog. You can put together a nice grooming set for the dog
and/or dog lover in your life, including a nose balm to help
with dry, winter noses; paw butter to soothe paws after
walking around on rough pavement or in the
cold snow; and dog shampoo to get them
all cleaned up for holiday parties. Visit
Lake Erie Pet Food Co. online at
lakeeriepet.com or in person on
Saturdays at the Crocker Park
Farmers Market.



Ann McDonald is a writer, dog foster and dog mom to two rescue dogs. You can find her
writing about her dogs, dog-friendly activities and dog rescue at dogsinthecle.com.
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DOG MASSAGE

A dog massage from Diane Pekarek, Certified
Canine Massage Therapist and owner of Modern

Dog Massage, may be just what your dog needs
to relax this holiday season. We may not always
be aware of it, but dogs do build up stress that
can impact them physically. Giving your dog the
gift of a massage might be just what she needs
to unwind. Pekarek has the perfect “Calm Canine”
gift box, which includes a bottle of CharDOGnay
(a nonalcoholic "wine" just for dogs), a dog-size
wine glass, fancy dog treats and a gift card for a
1-hour canine massage. Find out more at
moderndogmassage.com.

CALENDAR

For the friend on your gift
list who is super organized,
how about the PetFix
Northeast Ohio 2019
calendar? You'll give her
some eye candy and help a
great cause. Visit
petfixnortheastohio.org to
order yours.

TREATS & TOYS

You can include your dog in all of
the decadence of the holiday season
by picking them up some handmade
cookies, like Vanilla Mint Kisses (right)
or other seasonal treats they have in
store at Grateful Dog Bakery in
North Ridgeville. The natural dog
bakery and pet supply store also has
a large selection of toys and food for
the other items on your list. I like to
buy my dogs a new enrichment
feeder every year, so I have my eye
on the Orbee-Tuff Nooks Love Ball.

OurPets, a pet supply company
based in Fairport Harbor, also has
a line of treat toys, like the Buster
Food Cube (right) and the Atomic
Treat Ball that my dogs really love.
Their products are sold at many
local pet stores and on Amazon.

DOG WALKING BAG

If you're looking for a gift for the active dog lover in
your life, a dog-walking bag is a good choice. Locally
made WoofPack is an accessory bag that is water
resistant, lightweight and can be worn around the waist
or over the shoulder. My favorite part is that the middle
compartment is made of antimicrobial material, so you
can put your poop bags in there and not smell it for
the rest of the walk. The bag also has separate
compartments for your cell phone, keys, treats and
more. Find out more at woofpacktrails.com.
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“BUMPUS HOUNDS” ARE INVITED to kick off the holiday season -- and
celebrate one of Cleveland's most beloved films -- by running or walking
with their owners in the sixth annual A Christmas Story 5K-10K Run at
9 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 1 at Public Square.

This is the first year the First Federal Lakewood-sponsored
event is welcoming dogs.

 “Every year has a different theme that captures the
essence of life back in the 40s,” said Race Director and
Creator Amy Kentner. “With (A Christmas Story House
owner) Brian Jones restoring the actual Bumpus House
from the movie, we were elated to make this the theme
of the race for 2018.”

Several references to the neighboring Bumpus House were made in the
iconic film, which housed a crazy number of turkey-loving hound dogs.
This fall, the Bumpus House will open to the public as a bed and breakfast,
and to help celebrate, canine runners and walkers are invited to leash
up and participate in the A Christmas Story Run.

“We are excited to accommodate our furry friends on race day,” Kentner
said. “We will have veterinary techs at the Public Square location, the
water stop and just beyond the finish lines. We will have a doggie relief
station and water at the halfway point, and drop bins along the course
for any other relief needs.”

Kentner said because health and safety is of utmost concern, the Gateway
Animal Clinic will be on call for any needs on race day.

“The dogs are also on a special race route which makes it convenient
and safe,” Kentner said.

Pups and their owners will be divided into four groups: runners, runners
with dogs, walkers and walkers with dogs.

So how many dogs are expected?

“Well, the best quote in the movie was this, 'Our neighbors the Bumpuses
had at least 785 smelly hound dogs that ignored every other human

being on earth except my old man,'” Kentner said. “So we are allowing
exactly that: 785 dogs in honor of the 'Old Man.'”

There will be approximately 6,000 runners. Dogs and humans are
encouraged to dress in costume (think bunny suit).

“Not every dog can make the 3.1- or 6.2-mile journey,”
Kentner said. “We encourage course support along
the way!”

Since the race's inception back in 2013, the event has
raised $393,000. Funds go directly back into Ralphie's
neighborhood to fix up the homes.

“We are rebuilding the area and making an impact one house
at a time,” said Kentner. “We have replaced windows, sided entire

homes, painted homes, replaced gutters, rebuilt porches, put in new
fencing and even roofs. We are here to support the community. The
thing that makes this race unique is that when the runners cross the
finish line each year, they see all the signs In the yards. Each sign shows
the houses and projects we've completed with the funds raised the
previous year from the event.”

Registration is $55 per person. Participants receive a long-sleeved T-
shirt, unique race bib, collector's edition finisher medal and free admission
to the A Christmas Story House & Museum through 2019. Dog
participants are $25 and receive a dog tag medal, an official Bumpus
Hound bib, a dog bandana and a 6-foot red, blinking leash. Dog shirts
will also be available for purchase. Spectating people and pups are free.

“Dog owners will be delighted as the dog tag is an exact replica of the
runner medal, only smaller,” Kentner said, noting that treats will be
available at the finish lines.

For more info or to register, visit achristmasstoryrun.com. There is also
a virtual race opportunity available.

Jami Kinton is dog mom to Snowball, CLE DOG's cover model for February 2018.
When she isn't taking Snowball to his next modeling assignment, you can find her
voicing radio commercials for Q-104 and hosting games for the Cleveland Indians.

A CHRISTMAS STORY 5K-10K RUN
By Jami Kinton

B U M P U S  H O U N D S  W E L C O M E



18  All things DOG in Northeast Ohio

“Old Dogs, Great Friends!” is how Deborah
Workman, executive director for Cleveland’s The
Sanctuary for Senior Dogs, signs off on her emails.
She’s spent the last 18 years advocating for and
rescuing older dogs who still have life to live and
love to give.

Workman's not alone in her quest to help senior dogs.
The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals (ASPCA) -- the oldest animal welfare
organization in the U.S. -- dedicates November as
Adopt a Senior Pet Month.

The ASPCA's goal is to enlighten people about senior
dogs and encourage them to adopt older companion
animals, who are often overlooked at shelters. A recent
ASPCA survey showed the adoption rate of senior
dogs ages 7 and up is 25 percent, compared to
younger dogs at a 60 percent adoption rate.  Older
dogs may become uncomfortable and stressed in a
shelter environment and not “show” well on the
adoption floor. Unfortunately, these factors may put
 sweet seniors at an increased risk for euthanasia,
depending on the facility's policies and capacity.

Izzy Esler, volunteer and adoption coordinator for City Dogs
Cleveland/Cleveland Animal Care and Control, which includes the
Cleveland City Kennel, said all dogs respond to the kennel environment

differently. “Physically, though, I think kennel life can be harder on our
older dogs, so we are always happy to get our senior dogs adopted, into
foster or into a rescue organization.”

That's why Esler is fostering 9-year-old mixed breed Bukowski. Although
a “rock star” at City Dogs -- he walks great and did well in play groups --
she knew he was e a homebody, so he's enjoying her couch until he's
adopted.

Seniors usually aren't sought out in broad-based
rescues either. “Senior dogs, abandoned at the time
in their lives when they should be secure and cherished
family members, share their gratitude, forgiveness
and unconditional love with the people fortunate
enough to open their hearts to the lessons a senior
dog can impart,” Workman said.

While it's true rescuing an older dog can be gratifying,
many potential adopters don't see it that way. They
romanticize an easy and fun life with pups or younger
dogs. Truth be told, those adorable puppies and
youngsters need tons of work--constant guidance and
monitoring, training and plenty of exercise.

Lisa and Cliff Kime of Northeast Ohio's Golden
Retrievers in Need Rescue Service, Inc. (GRIN), fostered

then adopted a senior gal named Noel who came to the nonprofit as a
“hot mess.” She was underweight, arthritic, deaf, had mammary tumors
and an inoperable heart mass.

Advocating for Senior Dogs
By Susan Spisak

N O V E M B E R I S A D O P T A S E N I O R P E T M O N T H

Bukowski

Continued on page 22

A full-service facility offering a safe and clean environment for play,training and boarding.

JOIN

THE CLUB!

30400 Lakeland Blvd., Wickliffe • 440-516-0510 • clubk9ofwickliffe.com

Daycare • Cage-free Boarding • Training • Pack Walks • EVENTS

Ask about our pooch & parent TRIPS to Put-in-Bay & The Cleveland Flea!

S E R V I N G  L A K E  C O U N T Y  S I N C E  2 0 0 9
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C  uchCage to the

From the

PetPeople is proud to sponsor From the Cage to the Couch.
As your neighborhood store for pets, we are deeply committed to supporting
local, nonprofit animal-related charities. Come bring your rescued pets into
one of our nine Northeast Ohio stores for natural, wholesome and nutritious

foods and treats to help them thrive in their new life!

www.PetPeopleStores.com

Partners With Paws of Lorain County, Inc.
raises funds for pets in need, like The Rock.
“Saving homeless pets…four paws at a time.”

@PartnersWithPawsOfLorainCountyInc

 www.PartnersWithPawsLC.com

s soon as she saw that big, blocky head and 
skinny body, Cuyahoga County Animal Shelter

(CCAS) Volunteer Heather Williams knew she had to
meet the dog known as the “The Rock.” She took him
into the play yard, he put his big paws on her
shoulders and that was it.

The Rock was found as a stray, and developed an
allergic reaction, so Heather and her husband, Eric,
owners of Momocho and El Carnicero restaurants,
decided to foster Rock through his treatment. With
a special diet, medication and lots of loving care, he
recovered. In the process, he became BFFs with his
foster parents' other CCAS rescue Hazel, and tried
not to annoy resident grumpy old lady, 13-year-old
Rat Terrier, Lucy. Rock was there to stay. Today, Rock
enjoys doggie day care, giving kisses and talking to
his furever family in his unique way.
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“Seniors, particularly seniors with special or medical needs, really tug at
our hearts,” Lisa said, who also serves as president of GRIN. “Being able to
provide a warm, loving home to one of these dogs in need is so rewarding
and brings us so much joy.”

“Little Old Lady Noel,” as she's been nicknamed by her
new family, has stolen their hearts, as well as fur sibling
Abby's, and is grudgingly accepted by the pack's boss
and diva, Starr.

Older dogs can bring a quiet and gentle
companionship, are often low maintenance and can
blend into a home and family seamlessly. They're
usually housebroken and may also be crate trained.
They may be low key and ready for “retirement,”
preferring to spend afternoons snoozing, which is
great for those with a busy lifestyle. Adopting an older
dog will also make you feel good about yourself.

“Seeing Noel waddle around the house with the non-
stop tail wagging just warms my heart,” Lisa said,
adding that her little old lady has gained 10 pounds.

Depending on size and breed, what's considered an
older dog may not be what you'd think of as senior--
as in geriatric. Many older dogs can be quite healthy
and spunky (my 11-year-old drags me around the
block). Esler added that while a dog as young as 7
might be classified as a senior, you can still expect to
lead a significant, happy period of time together. And
with advanced veterinary care, medicines and
supplements available, as well as high-quality food

options, dogs in general are living longer.

Workman recounted her favorite senior story of her forever foster, FayFay,
a 12-year-old, emaciated Border Collie/Lab mix with
severe spinal arthritis who'd been living on the streets
before coming to the Sanctuary. “Poor FayFay was a
hot mess,” Workman said. “But she was comical, loving,
food motivated and incredibly smart.” Once her medical
needs were met, FayFay and Workman trained and
were quickly certified as a therapy team. They visited
classrooms, clubs and nursing homes, and attended
Sanctuary events. FayFay was always the center of
attention and her antics brought laughter and joy to
all. Even when her spinal issues made walking difficult,
FayFay soldiered on, sometimes with the aid of a
wheelchair. Sadly, at the age of 16 she passed, but not
before giving back to those who needed her.

“Her indomitable spirit and her unquenchable zest of
living inspired us, encouraged us and even amused us
at times, but most important of all, FayFay showed us
in such a dramatic way how very much old dogs have
to offer if we will just give them the chance,” Workman
said.

If a new pet is in your future, please consider adopting

or fostering an older dog. You too, may become a

senior advocate. Be sure to check out those awaiting

new homes at The Sanctuary for Senior Dogs,

sanctuaryforseniordogs.org; GRIN, grinrescue.org;

and City Dogs, petango.com/cacc.

Advocating for Senior Dogs continued

Noel and Cliff Kime

Fay Fay (photo: Portraits by Martha)
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PUPPY PALOOZA

Saturday, Nov. 3, 5-10 p.m. at The Patrician, 33150 Lakeland
Blvd., Eastlake. Event includes: dinner, soft drinks, cash bar,
Chinese raffle, grand prize raffle 50/25/25 drawing and Fox
8 News' Todd Meany and his band Ace Molar, $40. Proceeds
benefit Amy's Adoptables. Visit eventbrite.com for tickets
or @amys911dogrescue on Facebook for more info.

POOCH PARTY AT PETPEOPLE

Sunday, Nov. 4, Noon-3 p.m. at PetPeople in Avon, 35901
Detroit Road. Join Love-A-Stray for an adoption event. Come
visit, do some shopping and hang out with dogs available
for adoption. Visit loveastraydog.com for more info.

WOOFMAS PARTY

Friday, Nov. 16, 6-9 p.m. at The 3 Spot, 13855 Ridge Road,
North Royalton. This third annual event includes raffle
baskets, a wine pull, 50/50, food, drinks and a DJ, $25.
Event benefits Cuyahoga County Animal Shelter. Visit
cuyahogadogs.com for more info.

PHOTOS WITH SANTA PAWS

Saturdays & Sundays, Nov. 17-18; Dec. 1-2 and Dec. 8-9; and
Friday through Sunday, Dec. 14-16. Hours are 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
all days except Friday, Dec. 14, 5:30-7:30 p.m. This sixth
annual event is hosted by Cuyahoga County Animal Shelter,
9500 Sweet Valley Dr., Valley View. Event includes raffles
baskets, 50/50, sweet treats, Santa's workshop and a giving
tree. Visit cuyahogadogs.com for more info.

PET PHOTOS WITH SANTA &

CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA

Sunday, Dec. 2, Noon-5 p.m.
Hosted by Paws by the Lake,
33757 Lake Road, Avon Lake.
$12 donation for 4”x6” photo
in frame by The Big Picture
Photography. Registration gift
bag, refreshments, raffles,
Santa's workshop with a large
area to mingle, music and
more. All proceeds benefit
Love-A-Stray rescue. More info
at loveastraydog.com.

H
O

L
I

D
A

Y
S November

• Adopt a Senior Pet Month

• National Pet Awareness Month

• National Senior Pet Month

• Pet Cancer Awareness Month

• Pet Diabetes Month

• National Cook for Your Pets Day, November 1

• National Animal Shelter and Rescue

   Appreciation Week, November 4-10

• Humane Society Anniversary Day, November 22

December

• National Mutt Day, December 2
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