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BEHAVIOR

ouldn't it be wonderful to have that obedient dog
who listens, knows all his commands and that you
can take anywhere?

Dogs are not born trained. When you adopt a dog,
whether a puppy or an adult, the best investment

is to hire an experienced trainer. We all make the mistake of
comparing a new dog to the
previous dogs we have
owned, but we need to
remember that no two dogs
are alike, and you cannot
replace the previous dog.
Just like people, dogs all have
unique personalities.

Training is an investment of
time and money. If you have
your dog for 10 years, it won't
seem like you invested much.
Dogs love to learn. Trainers
teach the owner a skill, so if
you invest in an experienced
trainer as soon as possible
after adopting a dog, it will
prevent the dog from
returning to a rescue or
shelter. Plus, it's fun for you and your dog to learn.

It is important to research the dog you want. What is your lifestyle?
How active are you? Do you have room for a small dog or a large
dog? Do you have extra money to spend on a dog that needs to be
groomed? There are many things to consider: food, vet bills,
boarding, training, bedding and toys.

Here is a story of a dog whose owners did not put in the time. They
did not do their research and did not reach out to a trainer. He was
bought as a puppy, and then abandoned in a home at the age of
1 1/2. I was asked to evaluate him to see if I could help.

I took him out of that environment. He didn't have any direction,

but he was happy to be with someone. I started to work with him,
which wasn't easy. He was a young adult who had been left on his
own. He wasn't used to being told what to do. If the owner had
made better choices from the beginning, the dog could have been
rehomed and given a chance for someone else to enjoy him.

After a few months went by, we decided it was time to find him a
home. The dog went out on
four trial adoptions, and he
was returned each time. His
would-be adopters only gave
him hours to seven days to
become the dog he has the
potential to be.

The question I am always
asked is, “What is wrong with
the dog?” Nothing is wrong
with the dog. The problem is
the person who really doesn't
want to commit to investing
time and money to give the
dog a chance.

 Now we are back to change
the owner; change the dog.
All of these potential owners

were told to continue training and they did not listen. So whose
fault is it? Certainly not the dog's, who deserves better. He deserves
someone who will take the time to make the change.

Editor's Note: The dog Virginia mentions in the story is under her care,
and he continues to receive the training and attention he deserves.

BY VIRGINIA FRANCIS

Change the owner; change the dog

W

Virginia Francis is the owner of Club K9 of Wickliffe. She is a certified
pet dog trainer, receiving her credentials from National K-9 Learning
Center in Columbus.  Virginia is also a Canine Good Citizen (CGC)
and Therapy Dog International (TDI) evaluator, and is a member
of the International Association of Canine Professionals. Her personal
pack includes four Rottweilers and a Pocket Pit.
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BY AMANDA ROUSH, BELLA & MIA

from Dog Life in CLE

Our favorite September event is Woofstock, the largest dog festival in Northeast
Ohio! This annual event benefits the Geauga Humane Society's Rescue Village,
and is Sunday, Sept. 16 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at the Cleveland Metroparks Polo
Fields. Woofstock is a doggone good time, and we can't wait to return as a vendor
and a social media ambassador for the event! Don't forget your tie-dye apparel,
and make sure to use the hashtags #Woofstock2018 and #GroovePlayFundraise.
(Want to win a free entry into Woofstock? Visit Dog Life in CLE's Facebook page
September 3-7!)

AROUND TOWN

Maria's Field of Hope: 34925 Chester Road, Avon, 44011

(Be aware of the onsite construction and new entrance this year.)

Later this month, the sunflowers
in Maria's Field of Hope will
bloom. Maria's Field of Hope is
planted by the Prayers from
Maria Foundation that raises
money for and brings
awareness to childhood cancer.
This beautiful spot has drawn a
lot of attention in Avon, and is
a perfect setting for taking
pictures. I love to take Mia and
Bella for a walk and photo
session within the sunflowers.

Woofstock: Cleveland Metroparks Polo Field,

3841 Chagrin River Road, Chagrin Falls, 44022

Visit doglifeincle.com for more dog-friendly places and events in CLE,
or email doglifeincle@gmail.com with questions.
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C  uchCage to the

From the

PetPeople is proud to sponsor From the Cage to the Couch.
As your neighborhood store for pets, we are deeply committed to supporting
local, nonprofit animal-related charities. Come bring your rescued pets into
one of our nine Northeast Ohio stores for natural, wholesome and nutritious

foods and treats to help them thrive in their new life!

www.PetPeopleStores.com

Partners With Paws of Lorain County, Inc. raises funds for
pets in need, like Pete. “Saving homeless pets…four paws
at a time.” @PartnersWithPawsOfLorainCountyInc

 www.PartnersWithPawsLC.com

Pete was found in a ditch in the “Middle-
of-nowhere”, Ohio. The 1-year-old pooch
was thought to be a puppy mill escapee.
He was very skinny--only a little over 20
pounds--and was severely cut on his legs,
neck and face. He didn't even have the
strength to climb out of the ditch. Lucky
for him a nice farmwoman found him,
nursed him back to health and surrendered
him to Kaleidoscope K9s Dog Rescue to
ensure he found a loving home.

Pete was adopted out, but he was too timid,
scared and nervous for them. He came back

into rescue and found a loving foster family that worked through his issues.
Pete just needed time and love. After a second adoption failed, his foster family
decided to adopt him. Pete now resides in Lakewood with his three other
Husky siblings, a little Terrier brother and two cats.
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B Y  J E N N I F E R  B A K E R

PREVENT BACK-TO-SCHOOL BLUES

PRODUCTS

Jennifer Baker is owner of Grateful Dog Bakery in
North Ridgeville, an all-natural dog and cat supply
store featuring an in-store dog bakery. She is the
proud mom of five dogs and one cat. To contact
Jennifer, email news@gratefuldogbakery.com or
follow @gratefuldogbakery on Instagram.

If you added a puppy to your family this
summer, you may find the potty training
regresses a wee bit because he's not spending
as much time outside. The Alzoo Company
makes an enzymatic urine cleaner, Pee-B-Gone,
that works on all biologic stains. It eliminates
both stain and odor, and will help keep your
pup from going back to that spot. It is available
in three fragrances.

As the lazy days of summer wind down and the bustle of back to school starts,
don't forget about your furry family members. After having the kids home all
summer, dogs can get bored and lonely once school starts. Having a plan to

keep them busy can go a long way to prevent chewing and destruction.

Puzzle toys are a great way to entertain your dog
while working her brain. Made to dispense small
treats or kibble when they are rocked or rolled a
certain way, your dog will enjoy solving the puzzle
and getting the rewards. West Paw and Planet Dog

both make puzzle toys with varying levels of
complexity. At the Grateful Dog Bakery, we are
proud to carry these products and can help you
choose the right puzzle for your dog.

Safe and healthy chews are a great way to keep
your dog entertained and busy. Benebone, known
for its Wishbone line, offers chew toys made of
super-strong nylon with no chemicals, and food-
grade flavors. Fido brand has chews for all ages
and types of chewers, from flexible to its Nylon Tuff
Plus line for aggressive chewers. Both companies
use only made-in-USA materials and ingredients.

Planet Dog Orbee-Tuff Snoop

West Paw Tux
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— Adrian P., Mentor

Embrace Pet Insurance is proud to sponsor Ask the Vet.
Embrace is partnering with top local veterinarians to answer your
health and wellness questions so your dogs can live their best lives.

Dr. Bob Litkovitz
Tremont Animal Clinic

Cleveland

Sadie

      My dog Sadie has a luxating
patella. How can I can help her
with the pain and at what point
should I look into surgery?
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Iggy's handler releases him with the command, “go find!” and
the glossy, black dog lunges forward and disappears into the
dense wooded scenery. Four-year-old Iggy is a search and
rescue dog, and today is no different from many other Sundays
when the members of Ohio Search Dog Association (OSDA)
converge on the 200-acre Geauga Lake Campgrounds to
tirelessly train to locate missing persons in the state.

All the handlers have full-time jobs, but when summoned by
local police and fire departments in need of search and rescue
canines, the OSDA team members fetch their companions
and report to the scene. “We just want to help,” was the chorus
of the 10-plus-member team, a sentiment symbolized by their
unwavering devotion to this intensive, all-volunteer gig.

This extreme commitment requires equal parts dedication
from both canine and handler. Logging over 12 hours of
training and practice per week, handlers (the dogs' trainers
and owners) work diligently to keep their dogs sharp, ready
and agile. Training dogs to be search and rescue canines can
begin when the dogs are just eight weeks old. Puppies at that

age are energetic, impressionable and can be shaped with
training. It all begins with basic obedience and evolves into
an array of national training programs, tests and accreditations
from certifying agencies like the National Association for
Search and Rescue (NASAR), the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) and the International Police
Work Dog Association (IPWDA). Both handler and canine are
put through the ringer to ensure they have the skills,
qualifications, knowledge and ability to successfully manage
a search and rescue mission.

Several types of missions, circumstances and activities that
require the dogs' specific talents would prompt police to call
the OSDA for help. These include:

• Area Search–using their sense of smell almost exclusively, 
area search dogs are used to detect any human scent in a 
given radius, particularly in dense, vast areas like woods 
where children or hikers may go missing. This is what Iggy 
was practicing when he bolted into the woods.

Photos by Brooke Held Sudimak,
BDHS Photography

Iggy is getting pumped up. The high-energy
Labrador listens intently as his handler whispers instructions
to him, firing him up for the day’s work.
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• Tracking/Trailing–a more focused and meticulous process, this 
is what occurs when a dog is searching for a particular person 
based on scents provided to him from that person's clothing or 
other scent article.

• Disaster Search– trained to search either for living beings or 
human remains, disaster search dogs use their powerful sense 
of smell to detect missing people after natural disasters or other 
catastrophic events.

• Human Remains Detection (HRD)– these dogs are searching for 
human remains on land or underwater.

To demonstrate successful Tracking/Trailing, Keiko the German
Shepherd is led out into the woods. A lean 2-year-old wearing a
purple polka-dotted collar, Keiko is seasoned in scent work. With
purposeful precision and with her handler at the opposite end
of her leash, Keiko ambles into the woods on a one-mile, practice-
tracking mission seeking out a human team member.

Other canine members of the OSDA team include: Annie, an 8-
year-old Border Collie trained in Live Find Area Search; Justin, a
6-month-old blonde Labrador skilled in Human Remains
Detection; and Forrest, an off-leash Area Search Golden Retriever.

But as hard as these amazing OSDA canines work, they are still
regular dogs at heart, as demonstrated by an off-duty Forrest
who does an impressive rendition of what his handler Chris Luca
calls “the golden lean,” where the furry Golden tenderly leans all
his weight against his human's leg in search of affection and
attention.

OSDA President Jennifer Gibbs still recalls a successful mission
from more than a decade ago when a man with Alzheimer's
disease went missing in an eastside suburb. The man had fallen
into the river and then sought shelter under a bridge. He likely
never would have been found without the skills of an OSDA
search dog.

There are many ways to get involved with OSDA's cause and
mission. Monetary contributions are welcome, and individuals
interested in offering their time as handlers, associate members
or ground support are invited to contact the OSDA.Volunteers
can also serve as “hiders,” for an opportunity to play hide-and-
seek with the OSDA canine members, and witness how talented
they really are.

For more information, visit osdak9.org.

Lauren is a lifelong westsider who passes her free time via
various arts hobbies, embracing the great outdoors and
obsessing over her three amazing rescue terriers.
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                                                              but for
the dogs it's the best day of their lives--their
freedom ride. For many, it's their ticket out
of a horrible life and the start of a new
beginning. And as a dog lover, there are
fewer more fulfilling ways to give back than
to be a transport volunteer for rescue
groups.

Just ask Kathy Smola, who has been
transporting and arranging transports for
various rescues for more than 10 years. She
started “Smola's Rescue Railroad,” a
Facebook group that has 700-plus
members, and is used to coordinate
transports for many local rescues as well
as a Chicago-area group. Smola got
involved way back in the “MySpace days,”
and her first transport was for a Chocolate
Lab found with frostbite on his ears and
paws who needed to get to a rescue in
Canada.

Throughout the years, Smola has seen it
all--the funny, the heartwarming and the
sadness--but especially the teamwork that
goes into making transports happen. It
often takes many volunteers to get the dogs
where they are supposed to be.

“The longest transport I ever arranged was
from Myakka City, Florida to Hastings,
Minnesota,” Smola said. “It was a three-day
transport with 27 'legs' covering 1,586 miles.
An even crazier note was that it was for
seven GSD (German Shepherd Dog) mix
pups that were about three months old.”

Tracie Tsai, who transports for Golden
Retrievers in Need (GRIN), said rescue is a
“24-hour-a-day” job. “We eat, sleep and
breathe Golden Retrievers!”

She's on call every day to pick up a dog,
and when she's not driving, she's scanning
online sites for dogs who may need help.
Tsai said texts, emails and phone calls fly
back and forth day and night.

One of Tsai's most memorable transports
was a very injured Golden who was found
face down in a ditch.

“When I went and picked him up he was
nothing but skin and bones, anemic and
completely infested with fleas,” Tsai said.
“I carried him to the car. After our two-hour
car ride, I carried him into our vet office,
and as soon as I laid him down he did not
move, except for the thump of his tail!”

The Golden ended up making a full
recovery and got adopted into a loving
forever home. Stories like these stay with
the volunteers, and are what keep them
coming back for more transports.
Thankfully so, as, unfortunately, the need
for transport volunteers never ends. With
the rise of Facebook and Instagram, more
dogs are being shared, so more transports
are being arranged to get dogs to various
rescues and/or adopters.

Most rescue organizations don't have paid
staff, so they rely on volunteers to assist
with getting dogs where they need to be.

By Ann McDonald

Photos courtesy of Tracie Tsai and Susie Iacobucci

And the transport volunteers who make it happen
Freedom Rides

OUTREACH

It's such a simple thing,

Continued on page 14
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Sometimes this involves picking up dogs from
shelters and transporting to foster homes or
rescue groups, and it may also involve driving
dogs to vet or training appointments.

Cleveland Animal Control has volunteer
orientations where you can find out more
about becoming a transport volunteer, and
most local rescue groups have volunteer
forms on their websites to indicate how you'd
like to help.

If you are thinking about getting involved in
transport, here are some tips from Susie

Iacobucci, a transport volunteer for several
local rescue groups:

• In addition to having a reliable car, you'll want
to have car seat covers to protect the interior.
You never know what shape the dog will be in.

• A box of doggie necessities in your car is crucial
(blankets, seat belt harnesses, portable water
bowls, etc.).

• Have some delicious treats available, or plan
a trip through the drive-thru to get them a
special treat.

And be prepared to take lots of photos!
People will love to see the dog's journey, and
it helps to spread the word about rescue and
volunteering.

“There is such a feeling of unbridled
happiness and joy when you get to help a
dog break out of a pound!” Iacobucci, said.
“Dogs may be scared at first, or they may
literally jump out of their cages with joy, but
when they get to go outside and into a car,
something tends to click, and they realize

they don't have to go back to that place--and
seeing this makes my heart sing!”

TRANSPORT
BY THE NUMBERS

GRIN transport volunteer Tracie Tsai
is on her fourth "dog car.  (She has an

extra car too, for when she needs
one minus the dog hair.)

Car 1: 198,000 miles

Car 2: 212,000 miles

Car 3: 278,000 miles

Car 4: currently 48,000 miles

That adds up to approximately
736,000 miles since she started

transporting dogs in 2004!

Ann McDonald is a writer, dog foster and dog
mom to two rescue dogs. You can find her

writing about her dogs, dog-friendly activities
and dog rescue at dogsinthecle.com.

Freedom Rides continued
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“THEY'RE NOT VERY DIFFERENT. They just
speak a different language,” said Mary Motley
when asked about deaf dogs. She should
know–she's the proud owner of the now 2-
year-old Acorn, a deaf pup she fostered and
then adopted from City Dogs Cleveland, the
adoption arm and kennel of the city's Division
of Animal Care and Control.

Pups born deaf are often considered “special
needs,” and many would-be owners shy away
from them. Breeders may even euthanize the
puppies or relinquish them to a rescue,
including the one-time stray Acorn who was
adopted out and returned because “he
wouldn't listen.” That's when Motley decided
enough was enough, and as a lifelong teacher
(she's a professor at Cleveland State University,

developed her own sign language, which the
American Staffordshire Terrier, or Amstaff, loves
(a DNA test verified he's purebred).

“The moment he understood that first sign--
'watch me'--both our worlds changed,” said
Motley. She also took him to obedience classes.
He was the only deaf pup in the group and he
excelled. The trainer used visual commands
along with verbal cues.

Beth McLeod, a meteorologist with Cleveland
19 News, is a rescue advocate with a soft heart
for “special needs” dogs. She saw an ad for a
10-week-old deaf Bichon Frise in New York's
Finger Lakes region. The dog was dumped
because the owner didn't want a “handicapped”
dog. McLeod quipped that it doesn't matter,

“because deaf or not, female Bichons don't
listen; they have a lot of attitude.” Off she went
to New York to rescue her little whirl of a girl
now named Emmy who joins the family's rescue
dogs: Buddy, an 8-year-old Bichon, and Sammi,
a 15-year-old blind Miniature Poodle.

Like Motley, McLeod and her husband, Fred,
also utilize sign language. “She's really good at
a few commands, but we're still a work in
progress.” They rely on professional dog trainers
and deaf dog pages on Facebook for tips. Other
than her hearing loss, Emmy is healthy and
“living large” (and mischievously) in her 6-
pound body.

“What is funny is to watch Emmy play with
Sammi--she knows he's blind,” McLeod said.

LOVING
DEAF DOGS

The last full week of September is Deaf Pet Awareness Week,
and CLE DOG thought it would be great to not only shed light
on hearing-impaired canines, but to hear from local deaf dog
owners who love their dogs just the way they are!

By Susan Spisak
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A full-service facility offering a safe and clean environment for play,training and boarding.

JOIN

THE CLUB!

30400 Lakeland Blvd., Wickliffe • 440-516-0510 • clubk9ofwickliffe.com

Daycare • Cage-free Boarding • Training • Pack Walks • EVENTS

Ask about our pooch & parent TRIPS to Put-in-Bay & The Cleveland Flea!

S E R V I N G  L A K E  C O U N T Y  S I N C E  2 0 0 9

DEAFinitely Awesome - The Adventures of
Acorn is Acorn's Facebook page that has
followers worldwide. To facilitate his adoption
while fostering the pup, Mary Motley started
the site, filling it with Acorn's narratives, videos
and pics. After she adopted him, his fans
begged her to keep it going.

In 2017, Motley submitted his story to The
Petco Foundation Holiday Wishes program,

and they awarded City Dogs Cleveland a total
of $10,000 ($5,000 of that was for the “People's
Choice” award). The handsome dog also won
a coveted spot on a wine bottle label for Love-
A-Stray dog rescue's 2017 Uncorked for
Canines wine label contest (it was a white
blend, go figure).

Acorn's a favorite with his followers. Motley
recently started a birthday fundraiser in his

name with donations going to City Dogs, and
in the first 10 days, fans donated $2,000.
Acorn will appear in Petco's 2019 national
calendar, and they have a children's book
about his journey in the works. Motley said
his story appeals because he hits three
important fronts: he's deaf, he's a shelter dog,
and as an Amstaff, he's cousin to and often
lumped into the Pit Bull category. “And those
aren't necessarily bad words,” said Motley.

“And she steals his toys and moves them away
from him. She lives in her own world...it's like
you can hear her signing to herself...just
giggling and laughing and rearranging poor
Sammi's toys.”

 Leah Backo, marketing and PR coordinator for
Geauga Humane Society's Rescue Village,
fostered and adopted a 3-year-old white,
mixed-breed dog named Lace from the facility
a year ago. Lace, like Acorn and Emmy, was
rejected because she couldn't hear. Backo said
it doesn't affect her--Lace takes it in stride and
even attends doggie daycare weekly.

“It's funny, you'd think that because she's deaf
she'd have a hard time communicating with
other dogs, but so much of dog
communication is body language,” Backo said.
“Yes, she might miss another dog's warning
growl to back off, but she sees the dog's hair
and body stiffen so she (usually) gets the hint,”
said Backo.

Dogs may be hearing-impaired for a variety of
reasons. It may be congenital with a common
cause being white pigmentation genes (cats
with the “white” gene may also be deaf ). They
can also lose the sense from chronic or
untreated ear infections, ear mites or dirt,

inflammation of the ear canal, head or noise
traumas, liver disorders, drug reactions or old
age. Deafness can be unilateral (one ear) or
bilateral (both are affected).

DEAFinitely Acorn

Emmy McLeod gets a bath

Leah Backo with Lace

Continued on page 18



PET CREMATION
SERVICES, INC.

Pet Cremation Services, Inc. was founded in 1996 on the principle of providing
the public with an honest and reliable service after the loss of a pet.

Over the years, veterinarians and pet owners have been loyal to our company
because of the dedicated service provided by our employees. Our service
area covers 43 counties in Ohio. We recently opened a branch office in
Wickliffe due to the number of requests in the greater Cleveland, Akron,
Canton and Youngstown areas. We always have the respect and dignity
of the pet in mind. Our Motto is...

NOW SERVING THE
GREATER CLEVELAND AREA

• PRIVATE & COMMUNAL CREMATIONS
• TIMELY RETURN OF ASHES

EXCLUSIVE OFFERING:
Custom Made Glass Jewelry & Memorial Tributes

By Lee Guttentag

Custom Urns
Available

WWW.PETCREMATIONCOLUMBUS.COM

Wickliffe: 440.347.0950   Toll Free: 800.669.7629
Have your vet call us to oversee your pet's cremation, or contact us directly

"For The Dignity Your Pet Deserves" '
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A deaf dog can be easier to own than you'd
think. He's not distracted by environmental
noises, and his other senses are heightened.
He'll become his owner's BFF, a true blue
Velcro pet, because he's so focused on his
person. Fireworks and storms are not a
problem. And he could do well as a therapy
dog--besides his attentiveness, hospital and
nursing home sounds don't upset.

For safety reasons, he needs to be harnessed
and leashed when walking. Extra precautions
should be taken so he can't slip out a house
door. His yard should be secured with
traditional fencing. McLeod added that they
crate- and pee pad- trained Emmy. They're
very protective and never leave her alone
outdoors. There are also “I'm deaf” collars, ID
tags and matching leashes so the public is
aware. A small bell can be attached to his
collar for tracking. He needs to be awakened
slowly and consistently so as not to jar--Backo
said deaf dogs nap hard.

Training a deaf dog is similar to one who
hears, but the key is communication. Instead
of words, visual hand signals, cues, body
language, vibrating collars with a remote and
treats are used. Backo believes it's an
individual thing--learn what your dog
responds to. Her Lace only follows hand
signals if her favorite treat or toy is employed.
And if you suspect your hearing dog is losing
this sense, get to the vet and start signing
with your verbal commands. (For specific
signs visit deafdogsrock.com.)

These gracious ladies will all tell you to give
hearing-impaired dogs a chance. “I think it's
a challenging experience, but one that pays
off pretty big,” McLeod said. Backo agreed. “I
feel like deaf dogs rely on their humans even
more, so the bond is extra strong.” Motley
said, “They hear with their eyes and listen
with their hearts.”

Loving Deaf Dogs continued

The McLeod dogs



SEPTEMBER

September 2018  |  CLEDOG.net   19

14th ANNUAL DOG SWIM: Tues., Sept. 4, 5-7 p.m. at Foster
Pool, 14532 Lake Ave., Lakewood. $8 for one dog; $7 each
additional dog. Event sponsored by Friends of the Lakewood
Dog Park. For more info, visit lakewooddogpark.com.

13th ANNUAL BIG SPLASH: Sat., Sept. 8, Noon-5 p.m. at Avon
Lake Municipal Pool, 32850 Electric Blvd, Avon Lake. All
communities welcome. Entire pool is open for dog swim. $10
for 1 handler/dog; $5 each additional person or dog includes
swim, registration gift, raffles, 13 contests, food and vendors.
Online pre-registration available, as well as VIP access
registration. Visit loveastraydog.com for details.

BIG TRUCKS: Sat., Sept. 15, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at Avon Lake Safety
Center, 32855 Walker Road, Avon Lake. Love-A-Stray booth
and adoptable dogs at this free event featuring food, Avon
Lake safety vehicles, SWAT vehicles and helicopters. Attendees
can climb aboard some of the vehicles. Visit loveastraydog.com
for more info.

WOOFSTOCK: Sun., Sept. 16, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at Cleveland
Metroparks Polo Field. Live music, contests, parade, games,
food trucks, adoptables, vendors and more. Entry fee ranges
from $5 wristband to $25 T-shirt. Kids 10 and under free, dogs
welcome. Proceeds benefit Geauga Humane Society's Rescue
Village. To find out more, visit geaugahumane.org.

HOMELESS DOG BENEFIT: Sun., Sept. 16, 1-5 p.m. at Club K9
of Wickliffe, 30400 Lakeland Blvd. Chinese auction, 50/50 raffle,
food, beverages, dessert, music by Bobby Leach and cash bar,
$10 per person. Proceeds benefit eye surgery for a homeless
dog in Club K9's care. Friendly dogs are welcome. For more
info, call 440.516.0510.

MUTTSQUERADE BALL: Sun., Sept 16, 5-9 p.m. at Moxie, the
Restaurant, 3355 Richmond Road, Beachwood. Fox 8 News'
Stefani Schaefer is the emcee for the night. $100 all-inclusive
ticket includes food, martini bars, wine, beer, silent auction
and more. Proceeds benefit Dogs Unlimited Rescue. For details,
visit dogsunlimitedrescue.org.

FURBALL 2018: Sat., Sept. 22, 5-10 p.m. at German's Villa,
3330 Liberty Ave., Vermilion. Dinner, entertainment by Looking
Back, raffles and more, $20. Proceeds benefit Erie Shores
Humane Society. Tickets can be purchased on the Events page
at erieshoreshumanesociety.com.

2nd ANNUAL BARK FOR BREWS: Sat., Sept. 29, 3-6 p.m. at
Railroad Brewing, 1010 Center Road, Avon. Raffles, 50/50, food
truck and live music. $8 donation at the door includes event
and free custom pint glass. A portion of drink proceeds will
benefit Love-A-Stray Dog Rescue. Visit loveastraydog.com for
more info.

TH E  B A R K E TP L A C E

H O L I D A Y S

• Responsible Dog Ownership Month

• National Guide Dogs Month

• Adopt a Less Adoptable Pet Week, Sept. 23-29

• National Deaf Dog Awareness Week, Sept. 23-29

• National Dog Week, Sept. 23-29

• National Hug Your Hound Day, Sept. 9

• National Pet Memorial Day, Sept. 9

• Puppy Mill Awareness Day, Sept. 15

• Responsible Dog Ownership Day, Sept. 15

• Dogs in Politics Day, Sept. 23

LOV EA S TRAYDOG . COM

A D O P T  •  V O L U N T E E R  •  F O S T E R



It's Responsible Dog
Ownership Month

The Avon Lake Pet Health Campus is your one-stop
shop to help you be a responsible pet owner. From
physicals to rehab, daycare to grooming, our caring
team will partner with you for the life of your pet.

• Forward booking for appointments
• Expert staff of lifelong learners
• State-of-the-art facility
• Award-winning boarding
• Supervised daycare
• Veteran groomers
• Rehab services--water and laser therapy
• Boutique for gifts and accessories

Another way to be a responsible pet owner is with
pet health insurance. Avon Lake Animal Clinic

partners with providers like Embrace Pet Insurance
to offer patients the best nose-to-tail care and

coverage. Just one more tool in your
responsible pet-owner toolbox!

September is also
National Pet Health
Insurance Month!

440.933.5297


